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Rarely are we presented with the truth and nature of our faith in quite as stark of terms as we do in I 
Corinthians 15. We are in the season of Easter, and so today’s New Testament passage, is all about Christ’s 
resurrection. The apostle Paul holds back nothing. He presents the resurrection as the hinge upon which all 
Christian hope is found. If Christ did not truly and physically rise from the dead, then Jesus is still dead, your 
own faith is futile, the gospel is a lie, everyone who has ever died and who ever will die are without hope, and 
we, the ones who have believed it and who have told others, we are to be pitied.  
 
There are awful stories of people being scammed out of thousands and thousands of dollars…But Paul would 
tell us that we are to be pitied even more so, for believing in the resurrection…unless it is what truly 
happened.  
 
There is something rather startling about Paul’s boldness. For many of us, we like a bit of ambiguity in our 
philosophical and spiritual frameworks. Rightfully so, we want to be humble and acknowledge that we do not 
have all the information. And in many settings, that is appropriate. Jesus taught that in such things as theodicy 
– the explanation of why bad things happen – that we need to be humble. The disciples once assumed that 
someone born lame, either his parents or the man himself must have done something wrong [John 9:2). Or 
once, Jesus asked, “do you think the people who died [in a certain recent calamity]” [tower of Siloam Luke 
13:4], were they worse sinners than anyone else?” In both cases, the answer did not have to do with being 
worse sinners. In the one case, God’s glory was about to be revealed in healing (John 9:3), and in the other, 
Jesus merely makes the point that all are perishing in judgement for sin, so living a life of repentance is of 
paramount importance [Luke 13:5].  
 
I do not use these stories as mere anecdotes, but rather, they give us an even further glimpse into the 
importance of the resurrection. For death is the final victor, if Christ was not raised. But, the resurrection is 
about Christ’s victory. Jesus’ response that all die, so be sure to live in repentance, that is ultimately tied to the 
resurrection – the forgiveness of sins is meaningless without life being imparted to the forgiven. God’s glory 
being revealed in the healing of the lame man, is nothing in comparison to the glory of God that was revealed 
in Christ, and will be revealed in the resurrection of the saints.  
 
So, in the Bible, the resurrection of Christ is something that must be firm. And we have every reason to hold 
the resurrection in confidence. Although one can always find dissenting voices, scholarship points towards an 
understanding that what Paul presents in I Corinthians 15:3-6, that this is the oldest creedal statement. This 
was something that Paul would have heard as recently as two to seven years after Jesus’ resurrection. The 
Church has always proclaimed that something glorious, something completely bizarre, something far different 
than any of the other stories of coming back from the dead (like what happened to Lazarus, or what happened 
in the ministry of Elisha), something far more fundamental had happened in the resurrection of Christ. No, the 
resurrection of Christ is this hinge upon which everything else orients itself toward.  
 
Because if God himself became man, and if that man was the Messiah – the head and representative of a new 
humanity - and if that God-man had actually died and been raised to life, having taken our sin upon his own 
shoulders, then there truly is hope. Death has been and will be defeated.  
 
Paul is perfectly honest with his readers what it means if he is wrong. If he was mistaken, then he is a fool. But, 
if it really happened, then there is truly life here and now, and there is life to come. Our Christian faith, is 
historically based. We are asked to consider the evidence – the claims of resurrection, the biblical testimony, 
the change that occurs in the believer (we will know them by their fruit), our own experience as we follow 
after Jesus, all of these and many more can lead to a firm trust in God.      



 
Today’s old testament passage begs the question of what kind of a God do we think we serve. One who is 
capable of bringing his people out of bondage, but incapable of feeding them? And likewise, do you think we 
can sometimes accept that perhaps God does not hate us, but does he truly have a new life for us to live? Is 
there really hope in death and in the direst of circumstance? Will the church survive the spread of disease and 
the separation and loneliness of our current state of affairs?  
 
The answer lies in whether the tomb was really found to be empty. If the tomb was empty, then the Savior we 
serve and follow, is more than capable of seeing his people through current troubles, and through death itself. 
I believe we are in a time of testing. Whenever the things we used to rely on, the things that usually give us a 
sense of who we are, and how we fit in this world, when those things are challenged, it is clearly an 
opportunity for faith to rise up. It is dangerous to say, but we must pray that God continues to shake the 
church, especially in North America, shake away and reveal to us those things which we cling to for our hope. 
Rather than placing our hope only in the resurrected and glorified Son of God, we are prone to finding our 
pleasure, our joy, and our hope, on things which will not last. 
 
Where is your hope placed? May we find that God uses all the challenges and difficulties of this life, as well as 
the joys and blessings, to shape our thoughts, words, and deeds to align with the hope we have in Jesus’ 
resurrection. May we, in firm hope, walk in the forgiveness and grace of our God, and be witnesses of his 
glory. Let us pray.    
 
Questions/Thoughts to ponder: 
Read through I Cor 15 again. List all of the consequences Paul highlights as the results of the resurrection. 
 
What difference does it make in your life whether the grave was empty?  How ought this reality shape our 
thinking, our actions, and our speech?   
 
In thanksgiving, formulate a prayer, and ask God to manifest these truths in your life.   


