
Pentecost 2020 Sermon – Stephen Lieberman 
(Is 145; Joel 2:28-end; Rom 8:1-17) 

The providing God  
 It could be said in many different ways, but the biblical narrative is one of God 
reaching out to humanity to be in relationship with him - to “dwell” with humanity. The 
perfect holiness of God – which would utterly consume a rebellious people – has, in some 
regards, been the deterrent from that relationship. The law and the sacrificial system, were 
put in place, not because the blood of bulls and sheep could in actuality remove sin, but 
because they point to the cost of sin and rebellion that would eventually be paid for in 
Christ. In his perfection, Christ was able to exchange his righteousness for our 
unrighteousness, and his blood, for our blood. God is the all providing God. He wishes 
relationship with a rebellious humanity, and he provides the means. 
 And that was and is what Pentecost is about. It is about the all providing God, again 
providing for his people. The original name of Pentecost in the OT was “the feast of weeks” 
or the “feast of first fruits.” It was a celebration of the harvest – the beginning pf the 
harvest took place right after Passover. There were roughly 50 days of harvest, and finally 
one could sit back and enjoy the first bread from the harvested wheat or corn. The first 
breads that were baked with the new wheat or corn were offered to God on Pentecost. It 
was a way for the Israelites to rightfully acknowledge where their strength and sustenance 
came from. God had provided his presence and his gift of a world that bears fruit, and the 
right thing to do was to give it back to God in thanksgiving.   
 And during the years between the Old and New Testament, this idea of Pentecost 
being a celebration of God providing the harvest, was taken to its next logical step, which 
was a celebration of God giving his word, his covenant and law to the people, and likewise, 
the proper response of obedience and devotion to God. And proof of this covenant was 
also provided. When the law of God was given, and the tabernacle had been built, the 
presence of God came upon the tent in a cloud of fire. When Solomon’s temple had been 
built, God provided his presence, in the form of a cloud, and smoke, and fire.  

Through the prophet Joel, the idea of God wanting to be “with his people” is 
radically enlarged. Instead of God providing his presence in a particular place within the 
camp, or within the temple, or within the ark of the covenant, God reveals that he wants to 
provide his presence in his people. When the church was formed, ten days after the 
Ascension, God’s presence was provided and fire from heaven again came to rest on the 
living temple of the Holy Spirit, the people of the church. God provides his presence, and 
he proves that it has come and that there is a new covenant between himself and his 
people, by pouring his spirit upon them. The kernel that had been planted in the ground on 
Good Friday, had been raised up, and now, the Spirit of God would forever be within the 
people of God.      
 
The empowering God 



 I have said that Pentecost is about God providing his presence, but what exactly 
does that mean to the average Christian? Much can be said, and has been said about what 
exactly the Holy Spirit does in the life of a follower of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is an advocate 
and helper, the Holy Spirit is our connection between ourselves and Christ. He is in us, and 
makes us know that we are in Christ. But, rightfully so, we often think of power when we 
think of the Holy Spirit’s work is us.  
 Jesus said the disciples would receive power from on high when he sent the Holy 
Spirit. And Paul, in our Romans passage he speaks of the same power that rose Christ from 
the dead, that power resides in the members of the church. The images of the Holy Spirit 
in the Bible are typically water, wind, and fire. All three of those are life giving and 
positive, while at the same time devastatingly powerful and dangerous. And that is what 
the Holy Spirit is in us. To sin and anything that sets itself up against God in our lives or in 
the church, the Holy Spirit is powerful to expose and refine. As well, the Holy Spirit is life 
giving. It is the guarantee that we will rise again, it is what empowers us to proclaim Christ 
to a dying world, it produces in us fruits of righteousness – not of our own righteousness, 
but through the vine who is Christ.  
 A question that makes sense to ask on Pentecost is do you have that empowering 
spirit in you? Some of you would be quick to answer. Yes! Others would not be so sure. 
You might say, well I think I have asked Jesus to be in my life, but I never had fire come 
down from heaven. Well, to those who are sure you have that power in you, Christ has said, 
“Go and make disciples, go and feed the hungry, pray for the sick, visit those in prisons, let 
your light shine!”.  TO those who do not feel like they have that power – to you, listen to 
this promise in God’s word, preached in Jerusalem that very first Pentecost: “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” Can 
you believe that! Anyone who repents and is baptized, God has promised to pour out his 
Spirit, and be with his people. And hear Christ say in his word, “You, however, are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit… For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons[f] of God. For you 
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

So, whether you “feel” the power, or whether you do not feel it right now, it is 
received by faith. Ultimately, we are all called to “go, make disciples,” to go and feed the 
hungry, pray for the sick, visit those in prisons, let God’s light shine, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify our Father in heaven. 
 You see, the Spirit is not given to a select few ultra-Christians who feel empowered. 
The Spirit is given to all those who have been ushered into new life. In baptism, in putting 
our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, and in following him, we are filled with the Holy Spirit – 
and he makes his residence in us. Of course, there is a sense in which we pray and ask God 
to continue to fill us with the presence and power of the Holy Spirit – not out of a lack, but 
out of a desire to see God glorified in us.  



 
The initiating God 
 
Biblical testimony and empirical evidence testify that God is always the one who initiates. 
Abraham is apparently living contently in his father’s house, Moses is caring for sheep, the 
disciples are fishing – and it is God who approaches and offers his presence.  
 
On Pentecost, we remember God’s provision and his empowering, and we ask for it for 
ourselves and for our church. But, we do not ask as if God needs convincing. Or as if the 
Holy Spirit is not already in us. God has initiated this relationship with us. Christ stands at 
the door and knocks.  
 
Obedience is the key for us. We trust that God has initiated relationship with us. That we 
are beloved children of God. From this vantage point, if we want to be ministers of this 
grace, and those who tell of the good news, then we must be obedient. Obedience does 
not mean taking our eyes off Jesus and focusing on every little detail of the moral code. 
Obedience means following Jesus. It looks like an enlivened life of peace with God and 
each other. Reading his word, praying to him, listening, and doing and becoming people 
whose lives are united in the life of Christ.  
 
Let us pray, giving thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Let us ask that God would burn 
away all that is wrong is us, and that we would be made willing conduits, vessels, and 
tools in his hands to reach this world with the love of God in Christ Jesus.   
 


