
A Kingdom of Hope and the Triune God

It has been said that the easiest biblical doctrine to prove is the doctrine of sin. It 

is not only nature that is corrupt as the global pandemic shows. The human race with 

corrupt allegiances to self is filled with evil and malice, racism and bigotry. All at once 

we have seen the Fulani persecution and martyrdom of dozens of Nigerian Christians, 

the murders of George Floyd by an evil police officer and of David Dorn by an evil mob, 

part of the troublemakers highjacking the protests to loot and riot, and the machinations 

of China in Honk Kong… it's been a rough couple weeks. 

We need help. The world needs to be set right. Look with me at the first verse of 

Mark, “The beginning of the gospel  (Gk εὐαγγέλιον) of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God” (Mark 1:1). In this verse we are introduced to (A) the Gospel, or good news of (B) 

Jesus Christ, whom, we are told, is (C) the Son of God. 

Churchgoers are so accustomed to this language that we take these terms 

almost for granted. So I am going to ask you to journey with me ad fontes, back to the 

source and look at them with fresh eyes.

A. The Gospel of King Jesus. 

When St. Peter’s protege wrote down the elder’s memoirs of Jesus he could not have 

begun with a more striking declaration. A world of controversy is contained in this 

opening verse! Just consider what a first century Jew, or Gentile would have thought. 

What would the They hear in Mark’s opening line? The Jew seeing the word 

gospel (εὐαγγέλιον), in an announcement such as this, would have images drawn from 

the prophets, such as Isaiah, in mind. In Isaiah 40:9, a prophecy beloved in the 

synagogues, they would have heard the proclamation: 
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Get you up to a high mountain, / O Zion herald of the Gospel (εὐαγγέλιον)/ lift 
up your voice with strength/ O Jerusalem, lift it up, fear not/ say to the cities of 
Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold the LORD God comes with with might, and 
his arm rules for him; behold his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him.”

Or they might think of Isaiah 52:7, which proclaims, How beautiful upon the 

mountains / are the feet of him who brings the gospel (εὐαγγέλιον), / who publishes 

peace, who brings the gospel (εὐαγγέλιον) of happiness / who publishes salvation, / 

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns”

Now in Mark 1:14 we read that Jesus came into Galilee, the Jewish heartland, 

“proclaiming the gospel (εὐαγγέλιον) of God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled the 

kingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe in the Gospel (εὐαγγέλιον).’”  To the 

Jew that heard to this gospel, it would be the very best news. The Jew would 

understand that the gospel was the good new of the enthronement of God’s king, over 

God’s people, to bring salvation to God’s people and punish their enemies. 

But what would the Greeco-Roman Gentile, who did not read the Old Testament 

hear? Would this mean anything to them? Well, an ancient inscription on a temple in 

Priene, Greece uses the word gospel (εὐαγγέλιον) to refer to the birth of Augustus 

Caesar (in translation):

“Since Providence, which has ordered all things and is deeply interested in our 
life, has set in most perfect order by giving us Augustus, whom she filled with 
virtue that he might benefit humankind, sending him as a savior, both for us and 
for our descendants, that he might end war and arrange all things, and since he, 
Caesar, by his appearance (excelled even our anticipations), surpassing all 
previous benefactors, and not even leaving to posterity any hope of surpassing 
what he has done, and since the birthday of the god Augustus was the beginning 
of the gospel (εὐαγγέλιον) for the world that came by reason of him,”

Scholars explain what is meant in 9BC, all throughout the Roman Empire, by the word 

gospel (εὐαγγέλιον) was this: 
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to herald the good news of the arrival of a kingdom - the reign of a king that 
brought a war to an end, so that all people of the world who surrendered and 
pledged allegiance to this king would be granted salvation from destruction. The 
Calendar Inscription of Priene speaks of the birthday of Caesar Augustus as the 
beginning of the gospel announcing his kingdom, with a Roman decree to start a 
new calendar system based on the year of Augustus Caesar's birth. Into this 
context, the words of the Gospel of Mark are striking: "The beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God." (Mark 1:1 ESV) Jesus is thus heralded 
as the king who ends war by conquering people's allegiance, in contrast to the 
Roman Caesar (title).

If you ever wondered why the Romans killed Jesus, or persecuted the Christians, you 

should wonder no more. Christianity declared, from the beginning, in overtly political 

language, a rival to Caesar. 

B. The Title of King Jesus

“Christ” is not Jesus last name. It is a title, literally anointed, but meaning King. 

Some translations render it exactly that way. Psalm 2 speaks of the King of Israel as 

“the Lord’s Christ” and “my King” (Psalm 2:2,6). Mark speaks of the beginning of the 

Gospel of King Jesus. 

C. The Divinity of King Jesus

King Jesus is described as, “the Son of God.” For the Greco-Roman Pagan, the 

god Augustus was describes on Roman coins as the “Son of God” and “Saviour of the 

World.” Jews would think of the liturgy of Israel again, as Psalm 2:7 quote’s God’s 

declaration to| the Lord’s Christ and King, “You are my Son; today I have between you”

The conclusion of the Jewish reader and the conclusion of the Greco-Roman 

reader of this verse would be that Mark was making the claim, “Now therefore, O Kings, 

be wise/ serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling, 12 Kiss the Son, lest he 

be angry, and you perish…” 
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Could this be true? How could it be true? How could this King “Jesus” be greater 

than the god Augustus? What of the oath of loyalty, “We have one king, Caesar!” and 

“Caesar [alone] is Lord!” Mark 1:1 declared a revolution. But, if a revolution is about to 

begin, there better be pretty powerful proof of Jesus Identity!

II. Three Witnesses Identify King Jesus (Mark 1:2-13)

They are (A) the Old Testament Prophets, (B) The Prophet, John the Baptist, and 

(C) God the Father. We want to ask, who is Jesus said to be by these witnesses?

A. The Prophecy of the Old Testament Prophets (vv 2-3) “Behold, I send my 

messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying 

in the wilderness: ‘Prepare* the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,” Mark 

here quotes from the Prophet Malachi (3:1) and Isaiah (40:3). The contexts of these 

prophecies show that a promised messenger would announce the arrival of a rescuer 

King, the Christ, who will save God’s people from judgement. The promise of a 

messenger is fulfilled by John the Baptist, who said, “I am the voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord”(as recorded by Mathew). Even John’s 

clothing, seen in verse 6 (Mk 1:6) was the uniform of an Old Testament prophet, in 

particular Elijah (2 Ki. 1:8).  

Today, we love novel things. What is new is best. For the 1st century person, 

what was new was viewed with extreme scepticism. What was old was best. And an 

ancient prophecy was nothing to sneeze at. Its intriguing that, however that so many of 

our stories, our adventure and fantasy story, our science fiction, and even our mystery 

novels tie into prophetic fulfillment. There is something in this attractive to “humans.” 
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But note that this messenger has a message of a divine King. He will declare, 

“prepare the way of the Lord, make his [the Lord’s] paths straight.”

Mark shows in the following verses, the testimony of the messenger.

B. The Claim of John the Baptist (v. 7-8) “he [John] preached, saying, “After 

me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to stoop down and untie.  8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.”” John was the promised prophet, who came as a messenger to 

announce the coming of the Lord. 

The great prophet was not worthy to serve King—Jesus— even in a menial way. 

John says that his prophetic ministry was but earthly. The one who will come would 

have a spiritual ministry. King Jesus had the authority to pour out the Holy Spirit of 

promise. 

The Old Testament long promised that God would send his Spirit to unite the 

Creature with the Creator and restore them to a right relationship with Him. But not only 

that, the Holy Spirit would also transform those baptized, and change their hearts and 

being, so that they would be like God, what the fathers called theosis. St Paul says “we 

are being transformed day by day” or as the Apostle John would put it, “we shall be like 

him,” or as St Peter says, we become “partakers of the divine nature.” All all our earthly 

allegiances will mean nothing. 

From ancient prophecy 2 dramatic claim…now we come to the most amazing testimony.  

C. The Testimony of God the Father V 9 tells us that Jesus came to be 

baptized by John. thousands upon thousands had come. But this one was different: 
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(v10) “when he came up out of the water, immediately, he [John] saw the heavens 

being torn open. . .” 

“You can’t get to heaven in a rocket ship,” as the children’s song says. That is 

because between what is heavenly and earthy is a veil—an unsurpassable barrier. Yet 

here is described a rift, torn open between realms. I like to imagine how a big budget 

Hollywood film would show this. Hear the mighty sound, see the brilliant light as the 

realm of God Almighty shreds into the created world. As 3rd c commentator Hypolitus 

explains, “A reconciliation took place between the visible and the invisible.”1

Isaiah shared this same sort of vision in the Old Testament Passage of Isaiah 6, 

and he cried out “Woe am I, for I am undone!”  Then just as an angel descended upon 

the Prophet Isaiah, so John saw a greater than an angel, “the [Holy] Spirit 

descending on him [King Jesus] like a dove [the promised Holy Spirit came to join 

with him, not in the form of, but in a manner dovelike in its motion through the rift]”.

But before John could even contemplate this (v. 11) “a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.””

The Holy Trinity, F, S, and HS had (for the first time) made an appearance. No 

one could go to God, but God had come to us. In the Person of King Jesus, the Holy 

Trinity acted to save us. God is the Gospel. The Gospel of King Jesus is the message 

that “the king who ends war by conquering people's allegiance” has come. The divine 

Saviour has introduced himself to the world and has begun to set everything right:

O God our King, by the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ on the first day of 
the week, you conquered sin, put death to flight, and gave us the hope of 
everlasting life: Redeem all our days by this victory; forgive our sins, banish our 

 Thomas C. Oden and Christopher A. Hall, eds., Mark (Revised), Ancient Christian 1

Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 11.
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fears, make us bold to praise you and to do your will; and steel us to wait for the 
consummation of your kingdom on the last great Day; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

When all can pray this prayer, our troubles will be at an end. 

Where is your allegiance this morning:

1) Self?

2) Plolitical leader/party? or

3) Jesus Christ?

Only Christ can solve our problems and save us “even so, come Lord jesus.”
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